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This week in school 

This week we shine the spotlight on Cherry, Birch and Elm classes to find out a little of 

what they have been up to. 

Birch Class
As part of our Science unit, Living Things and Their Habitats, Birch 
Class visited our wildlife area to explore the different creatures 
that live there. In previous lessons, we had learned how to use 
and create classification keys, and we applied these skills to 
identify the creatures we discovered. Although the pond 
contained very little water after such a dry summer, our careful 
exploration around the site was rewarded with a variety of 
fascinating wildlife. We found several animals that call our 
wildlife area home, including a smooth newt (pictured), a stone 
centipede, bullhorn snails and a very hairy white ermine moth 
caterpillar. We recorded the names of the creatures we found, 
noted details about their habitats, and sketched them to capture 
their appearance. It was a fantastic opportunity to see first-hand 
how a wide range of living things survive and thrive in different 
habitats. Here are the recordings of Freddie and Elias.

Elm Class
In Elm this week we have been planning and writing our own endings for the novel Street 
Child, about a boy in Victorian London. Will Jim find his sisters? Will he end up back in the 
workhouse? Will he get his happy ending? The children will decide!
We have been looking at the Industrial Revolution in History, and the effect it had on the 
people and landscape of Great Britain. The children drew some comparisons - here are the 
ones by Amber, Jessica and Hana.

Cherry Class
This week in history 
Cherry class have 
been learning all 
about Stonehenge, 
why it was built and 
what it was used for. 
Mrs Palmer was very 
impressed by the 
class's curiosity and 
thoughtful questions. 
Here is Esma's 
recording of what she 
learnt.
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I wonder

I wonder how did clouds form? 

What happens if you die? 

How does a pencil get its name? 

I wonder! I Wonder!

Why is the sky blue? 

What's the highest mountain? 

Can I climb that mountain? 

I wonder! I Wonder! 

What if my cat jumps out the window? 

What if I get super powers and fly away? 

I wonder! 

By Sophia, Maple Class. 

SEND Parent Group
Rebecca Brierley and Emily Cridland would 
like to set up a SEND parent group – the aim 

of this group would be for parents of pupils 
with SEND to meet each other to strengthen 
networks. We would also like to work closely 
with parents who have pupils with SEND at 
the school to strengthen our SEND provision 
further. The date for the first meeting is 
Monday 12th October at 9am. Please let the 
office know if you intend to join.

SEND Parent Whatsapp Group
One of our parents, Clare Hayes, has set up a 
whatsapp group for parents of pupils with 
SEND: 
A group for the families and friends of 
children at Bottisham Primary who have 
additional needs. Kind, inclusive and 
supportive. We deserve a community too! 
Here is the QR code if you would like to join 
the group. 

National Poetry Day
Thursday 1st October was National Poetry Day. This year's theme was 'Wonder'. Here are two 
wonderful poems written by pupils. 

Wonder

I wonder why a dandelion flower turns into a poof-
ball

And why in Autumn the leaves on the trees fall. 

I wonder why giraffes are so very, very tall

And why ladybirds are so very, very small.

I wonder what time the sun will come up

And what makes some of us hiccup. 

I wonder what I'll be when I'm older

And why the winter months get so much colder.

I wonder why the sky is blue.

I didn't know why, but my sister knew. 

I wonder why all the trees are green

And why the Earth is not so clean. 

By Olivia, Elm Class. 
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Privacy Notice for Pupils and 
parents/Carers

Anglian Learning Privacy Notices have 
been updated and are available to read 
on the Anglian Learning website. 
Privacy Notices
This privacy notice describes how we 
collect and use personal information 
about pupils, in accordance with the UK 
General Data Protection Regulation (UK 
GDPR), section 537A of the Education Act 
1996 and section 83 of the Children Act 
1989. 

Improving Breaktime Provision
We want to ensure that pupils have 
improved opportunities for play at 
breaktimes. We will be working with 
school council to find out the views of 
pupils over the coming weeks.
This week we introduced two table tennis 
tables to the KS2 playground. Thank you 
to the PTA for funding the new bats and 
balls.

Parent Consultations

Thank you to everyone who attended 

parents consultations this week. If 

you weren't able to make either day 

or times, please contact your child's 

class teacher/s and arrange an 

alternative time. 

Midday Supervisor Role
We are looking to recruit a midday 
supervisor to help at lunchtimes. If 
you, or anyone you know, is 
interested in the role, the link to the 
job advert is here: Job search

Next week, we will be introducing hula hoops to the 
Key Stage 1 playground. If any of you have play 
equipment you no longer want that you think would 
enhance playtimes, please let us know via the school 
office. 

We will also be welcoming Connor Coe to the school 
who will be working alongside Mr Fitch to lead 
organised games and play at lunchtimes. 

https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fanglianlearning.org%2Finformation%2Fdata-protection-policies%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cnwhiteman%40bottishamprimary.org%7Cb45220708ca64ca590e608df1e2ecee6%7C8ba393df16e348e985d812aa9418ab73%7C0%7C0%7C639262858533771569%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=99ogkzLfdIowdGeSBSjZD5Ow2zX34ytAiZ7J1VszBAU%3D&reserved=0
https://ce0976li.webitrent.com/ce0976li_webrecruitment/wrd/run/ETREC179GF.open?WVID=612290007I
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October is ADHD Awareness Month
Every child who comes to our school should be proud of their uniqueness.

"The most interesting people you'll find are the ones that don't fit into the 
average cardboard box. They'll make what they need. They'll make their own 

boxes." (Temple Grandin)

Express Yourself - ADHD Awareness Month 2026

The best way to change people’s views about ADHD is to let them know: it’s not 
about somebody else, it’s about someone they know!

Some people describe their ADHD with stories or art. Some make videos. And still 
others use humor to tell their stories.

Read some inspiring stories about living with ADHD.
Check out some of the images that people have shared describing their way of life.
Watch some previously submitted videos.

How have you succeeded with ADHD?
Bring in your art work, tell us your story, write a poem, create a video. We would love 
to share it in class, or assembly – whatever you would like to do. Speak to Ms Brierley 
if you have something to share.

"For decades ADHD was defined as a disorder 
of attention. ADHD is not primarily a disorder 
of attention. It is a disorder of self-regulation. 
Specifically it is a disorder of executive 
function – the brain systems responsible for 
regulating behaviour, emotion, time, and 
effort across time." Dr Russell Barkley.

Simone Biles is considered by many to be America's most successful gymnast. She has 
7 gold Olympic gold medals. Simone Biles has ADHD. She has used it to hyperfocus on 
the things she loves – movement!

https://www.adhdawarenessmonth.org/express-yourself/
https://www.adhdawarenessmonth.org/express-yourself/
https://www.adhdawarenessmonth.org/express-yourself/
https://www.adhdawarenessmonth.org/category/stories/
https://www.adhdawarenessmonth.org/adhd-art/
https://www.adhdawarenessmonth.org/visitors-videos/
https://www.adhdawarenessmonth.org/memes/
https://www.adhdawarenessmonth.org/category/stories/
https://www.adhdawarenessmonth.org/adhd-art/
https://www.adhdawarenessmonth.org/adhd-art/
https://www.adhdawarenessmonth.org/visitors-videos/
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October is Black History Month
This year's theme is: “Honouring Our Communities,” highlighting everyday 
contributions of Black people across Britain. We wish all our families, who 
are celebrating Black History Month a wonderful time, engaging in 
important cultural, educational and community events. We'd love to hear 
about them from you or the pupils.

Listings for BHM in Cambridgeshire

Black History Month - Cambridge City Council

Next week, we will be watching the Black History 
Month Assembly. 

https://www.cambridge.gov.uk/black-history-month
https://www.cambridge.gov.uk/black-history-month
https://www.cambridge.gov.uk/black-history-month
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We are excited to announce that on Monday 5th October, Tiny Concerts will be performing to 

children in Key Stage 1 & Key Stage 2 as part of our wider curriculum offer. You could try 

reading some fairytales by Hans Christian Anderson to help prepare them for the show.
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Key Dates for the Autumn Term
Monday 21st September, 7pm online: PTA AGM
Tuesday 29th September & Thursday 1st October 3:40pm – 6:30pm: Parents 
consultations.
Monday 5th and Tuesday 6th October: Oak Class balance bike training
Tuesday 13th October: School photographer in – individual photographs
Friday 16th October, 9am-10am: Meet the Headteacher session for parents.
Wednesday 21st October, 5-6pm: KS2 Autumn Disco
Monday 26th – Friday 30th October: Half-term
Monday 2nd November: Staff training day – SCHOOL CLOSED TO PUPILS.

Wednesday 4th November, 3:30-4:30pm: KS1 Storytime session.
Friday 27th November: Flu vaccinations take place in school.
Friday 4th December, 4:30-6:30pm: Christmas Fair.
W/B Monday 7th December: Elfridges
Tuesday 8th December at and Wednesday 9th December at 2:15: Year 1 & 2 
Nativity
Tuesday 8th December: Rocksteady concert (for parents of pupils in 
Rocksteady)
Thursday 10th December: Christmas Jumper Day
Thursday 10th December, 6-7pm, Holy Trinity Church: School Carol Service.
Friday 18th December: Break up for Christmas holidays
Monday 4th January: School opens to pupils for Spring Term.

Letters sent out this week

• Opt out email for School Photographer

• Parent / Carer Survey

• KS1 Geography walk

• Jon Culpin CEO Letter
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