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This Week in School
This week, staff and pupils were visited by the Director and Deputy Director of Primary 
Education, as well as the Director of Inclusion, from Anglian Learning Trust. The 
purpose of the visit was to carry out a review into how well the school is doing, alongside 
senior leaders. The team were very impressed by pupil knowledge in history, geography 
and RE. They also commented on how enthusiastic pupils are about their learning in the 
lessons they saw, and how lunchtime behaviour is much improved. The pupils conducted 
themselves exceptionally well in pupil voice sessions. Another strength noted was the 
strong relationships between pupils, staff and families, and how safe and nurtured pupils 
feel. 

Key Stage 1 Village Walk
Year 1 and 2 put on their explorer hats and headed out around Bottisham as part of our Geography 
topic, Where We Live. Armed with their observation skills, the children searched for human and 
physical features, identified a variety of homes and discussed how different buildings are used within 
the community. They also kept a close eye on the roads to spot and count the many types of 
transport travelling through the village!

Attendance – why we care so much
Being in school regularly is about much more than academic learning. It gives children daily 
opportunities to build friendships, develop positive relationships with trusted adults, feel part of their 
school community and experience the routines and successes that build confidence and belonging. 
Attendance and wellbeing support one another: when children feel safe, known and that they 
belong, they are better placed to attend, engage and thrive. Please be reassured, that if your child is 
in school with mild illness, such as coughs and colds, teachers will make adjustments for them, if you 
let the class teacher know. However, we do find that once in, most children feel better as they are 
distracted by their learning and friends.
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The first routine that all staff and classes 

worked on was:

KS2 Halloween Disco
Don't forget that next week on 
Wednesday 21st October, 5-6pm is 
the Key Stage 2 Halloween Disco run 
by the PTA. Fancy Dress is optional, 
but welcome. 

At  Bottisham, we recognise that building a positive school and learning culture is key so that all 

children feel safe, nurtured and can be in the optimal mental state for learning. We make sure that 

our routines and transitions ensure excellent behaviour and attitudes to learning so there is a sense of 

pride in our school that is shared by staff, pupils and their families. We know that if we automate the 

routines so they are embedded in long term memory, this will free up children’s working memory; 

thus limiting any unnecessary load placed on pupils by distractions. Our new whole-school routines 

will be embedded in all classrooms year after year and understood by all staff and pupils.

Letters sent out this week

-Languages spoken at BCPS

-Show and Tell Year 2

-History off the page Year 4,5 & 6

-Headlice

Head Lice & Nits
As per the email sent out this week, 
please check your child's hair regularly for 
lice and nits. Please see, this useful 
information by the NHS as to what to look 
out for. NHS Guidance on Nits and Lice -
what to look for
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This week in Willow Class

History
In History, we have been learning about 
Victorians. We looked at key events from the 
reign of Queen Victoria. Our favourite learning so 
far was about the Industrial Revolution. People 
usually think straight to trains, engines and 
electricity, but did you know that the vacuum 
cleaner and Coca Cola were also first patented 
during Victorian times?

Art

In Art, we explored the work of William Morris, 
focusing on his beautiful wallpaper designs inspired by 
nature. Using motifs such as leaves, flowers and vines, 
the children created their own repeating tile patterns. 
They then combined these tiles to design unique 
wallpaper samples, showcasing creativity, pattern-
making skills and an understanding of Morris’s artistic 
style.
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Key Dates for the Autumn Term
Wednesday 21st October, 5-6pm: KS2 Autumn Disco
Monday 26th – Friday 30th October: Half-term
Monday 2nd November: Staff training day – SCHOOL 
CLOSED TO PUPILS.

Wednesday 4th November, 3:30-4:30pm: KS1 Storytime 
session.
Friday 27th November: Flu vaccinations take place in 
school.
Friday 4th December, 4:30-6:30pm: Christmas Fair.
W/B Monday 7th December: Elfridges
Tuesday 8th December and Wednesday 9th December at 
2:15: Year 1 & 2 Nativity
Tuesday 8th December: Rocksteady concert (for parents of 
pupils in Rocksteady)
Thursday 10th December: Christmas Jumper Day
Thursday 10th December: Christmas Craft Afternoon – Oak 
Class
Thursday 10th December, 6-7pm, Holy Trinity Church: 
School Carol Service.
Friday 18th December: Break up for Christmas holidays
Monday 4th January: School opens to pupils for Spring 
Term.






















